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REPORT NO 1 | 
j 
® POLITICAL ASP=CT, 


Se en 
The Government formed at Gaza iff not legal for a simple 
reason that is because those who arranged the matter do not 
constitute the called for assembly of the members of the 
Palestinian Conference who were considered the only authority 
for tackling the country's affairs. Out of 157 members of the 
conference referred to above only 48 have arrived in Gaza this 
week, while remainder of the members, some of whom were present 
in Gaza, have refused to attend session of the first Parliament 
of the Government of the whole of Palestine. This fact compelled 
the said parliament to extend memberships to some of those 
attending, & its supporters and to ex-Mandatory Government officials 
until the total number reached that of 83, who assembled and took 
such decisions as they wished. 
On the 25th September there arrived at Gaza the Leaders and 
Ministers, but Ahmad Hilmi Pasha arrived earlier for the purpose 
of smoothing the atmosphere. He stayed at Faigq Bsiso's, Manager 
of the Arab National Bank, Gaza. When the leaders arrived, a 
number of the Bsiso family met at the house of Sheikh Hussein Bsiso and 
determined in conjunction with the Shawa family to oppose to the | 
formation of the Government, and when they asked Ahmad Hilmi Pasha 
to leave Al Saja'iat quarter of the Bsiso and Shawa families, he got 7 
angry and his moustaches quivered. Ahmad Hilmi Pasha then went to | 
the house of Mousa al — Sourani who placed at the disposal of the | 
Government his house situated on the way to the sea. Thus the town | 
was divided into two parts and Mousa al — Sourani and his brothers | 
Yousif and Hashem dare not come to the town to open their shops. | 
A rumour circulated to the effect that the Mufti will arrive in Gaza 
and some people went even to say that he actually arrived on the | 
27th September, On the morning of Wednesday the 29th of September 
and at the expected time for arrival of the train from Egypt many 
shots were fired in various parts of the town inflicting injuries in 
two men and a woman, An hour later on there came an open car in 
which were/...2 | 


-2« 


@ vice were 3 volunteers amongst whom sat a certain Mohamad 
Rashid Barakat, born at Gaza who used to reside at Jaffa buying 
and selling cereals and became the Mukhtar of the people of Gaza 
staying in Jaffa. Mohamad Rashid had a bugle and from tim to 
time the car stopped and he made the following warning "His 
Bminence our President has ordered that firing should cease and 
everyone who disobey will be brought to trial". Some shops had 
flags ws 2 but the buildings of the Municipal Council, the Arab 
Bank, Al sacke Cinema, the Gaza sporting club, the Arab national 
Bank and the Sharia’ Court which form the most important buildings 
in the main street, these buildings had no flags hoisted on them. 
Rushdi Bey Shawa, Mayor of Gaza, selected some men from his family, 
issued them with arms and had them stand at the entrance, balconies 
and roof of the Municipality building to guard it. 

Rumours circulated that Palestinians were to hold a conference 
at Amman. The people of Gaza mumkixkx wanted to hold a similar 
conference at Gaza, but they were told that no hall large enough 
for the purpose was available and it was said that the meeting of 
the parliament was sufficient. It was also said that it was the 
Mufti who arranged for the Amman Conference for which reason Samal 
Husseinihas proceeded there $ “the people were told too that the 
Government of Transjordan has locked the way to prevent the leaders 
from coming to Gaza. These activities were carried out by Yousif 
Sahyoun, Minister of propaganda who employed 17 men for circulation of 
the news. Café houses were warned not to tune on Jerusalem 
Broadcasting Station. 

At approximately 10.00 hours on September 30th there appeared the 
Mufti in the house of Al-Sourani bu’ Rushdi Al Shawa remained in his 
vpoom at the Municipality saying that it is the Mufti who should come 
to pay a visit to the Municipal, Councils Rushdi Al Shawa then sent 
Mohamad Said Al Shawa to convey this to Al-Souranis (Government House). 
Sheikh Hassan abu ee then came to the Municipality met Rushdi 
Shawa gna persuaded him go to Al Sourani's house to welcome the Mufti 
on,that the Mufti shall return the visit. Rushdi Shawa and Sheikh 
Abu Saoud then went to Al Sourani's house but after 15 minutes there 


came out/ ee. 3 
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a ame out the Mayor, his face reddish, and ordered the Municipality 
to be closed. He informed his men that he does not want the 
Mufti to return the visit. 
Rushdi Bey told one of his own supporters that he was surprised 
that they insist on forming the Government most especially so as they 
want it to be formed at Gaza where lies the tomb of Hashim, King 
Abdulla's Forefather. Furthermore, it is astonishing that the new 
Government will hold their meetings at the hall of the Hashemite 
school, thus having no way to get free from the Hashemites. 
At approximately 14.00 hours on the “aage aay there appeared about 
140 Palestinian Volunteers in a collection of (Costumes) most of whom 
wore red Yashmaks similar to those worn by members of the Arab Legion, 
The volunteers dispersed all along Omar al Mukhtar street, the main 
street in the town: they stood there together with a small crowd of 
people and after approximately 90 mimutes there passed the official 
party from Al-Sourani's house in the west of the town to the Al Falah 
Hashemite School in the east. The Egyptian Officers and men stood 
there taunting and laughing, and one of them a certain Wahid effendi, 
Enquiries Officer, said "Ye brothers, why don't you applause ? Your 
King is coming through, why are you shutting your mouths". To this, 
Mohamad Nimer Al-Hawari, ex head of the Youths Organisation, replied 
saying “We will applause for you". The party consisted of an open 
car with two men armed with two Bren guns, followed by a closed car 
in which was an officer in Arab Legion uniform who appeared to be 
Faiz Bey Idrisi. Then came the Muftijs car in which was also Ahmad 
Hilmi Pasha. After this were 14 other cars in each were one A two 
leaderse The party went to the school where only those holding 
special cards were admitted entry. Half an hour later it appeared 
that the number of those holding the special cards was only 47 
excluding the Mufti. Therefore, Sheikh Hassan Abu Sa'oud, Yousif 
Sahyoun and Mousa Hussein met in the room of the school headmaster 
and when the matter was discussed in regard to the number of members, 
they called Sheikh Ramiz Musmar, Sharia’ Magistrate of Hebron, Yousif 
Al Sone and Sayd Abul Shark), Mayor of el Majdal and asked them to 
select as many as they can from the chiefs of the District. The 
three mon/..e4 
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e men went to the nearly Al Nubous i aes the people who 
i... from the various parts of the District were sitting. They 
selected a big number of the notables of Hebron, Majdal, Beersheba 
and Gaza with whom they went to the meting. Michail Azar registered 
the names as distated by Sheikh cenad einer. Amongst the persons 
mumiexg selected was Mukhlis Amr, leader of the Palestine jniee 
Ak about 16.30 hours the meeting was held when Master Khalid 
Sakakini asked that a two minutes silence be observed in mourning of 
the martyrse Thereafter people moved from place to place each 
group gathering around one of the leaders. Rushdi Shawa sat on 
the extreme left with about 16 men around him while Nimer Hawari, 
ex Chief of Al Najada, and Mahmoud Labeeb, ex Chief of the Youths 
Organisation, were not admitted in. The Districts of Acre, Safad 
and Tiberias were represented by 7 representatives only as against an 
ordinary number of 25. Jaffa, Lydda, Ramleh, Beit Dajan and Kalgilia 
were represented by 9 persons in lieu of 45. Nablus, Tulkarim, Jenin, 
Nazareth and Beisan were represented by 6 members in lieu of 25. 
Jerusalem, Ramallah and Bethlehem were represented by 11 members as 
against 26. The southern districts which were represented at the 
constitutional conference by 20 members were represented in the 
parliament by 12 only but (to remedy the matter) 26 other members 
were gathered and sent to the meeting together with the others from 
Gazae Hot deliberations took place at the meeting when 7 persons 
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withdrew including Sirhan Doweik and Adeeb Aghiy of Hebron as well as 
Tewfiq A'ma and Saba Bandak of Rmxtkatm Bethlehem. Discussion became 
hot regarding considering the meeting as a conference at which 
constitution should be drawn and members of the Government elected. 
This proposal was rejected by Sheikh Hassan Abu Sau'd who said "If we 
are to follow this way, at least ten days would be required and 
committees would have to be elected etce This would eer 
unbearable. In front of you is His Eminence our leader and Chief 
whose time is precious. Give your word to him and say whether you 
have confidence in him or not". Then stood up Tala't Al-Ghusein, 
a@ young chap who inherited membership from his late father Yacoub 
Al Ghusein. He said "take the Mufti out of the problem". Then three 
or four persons stood up, lifted their hands and said "This is quite 
Pight/.oe5 
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@ pt" and one of then added "There is no question of confidence 

& in the President but what we want is the confidence in the Cabinet.’ 
This was geeortted by others, thus the matter of the constitution was 
forgotten, Cabinet gained confidence by majority of votes not 
unanimously but no one could see the names of those who voted for or 
against. It appeared almost quickly that those holding official 
memberships have not given the Government confidence. Amongst these 
was Izziddin Shawae 15 members stood up and wanted to go out, in the 
form of withdrawal botk Sheikh Hassan Abu S'oud asked all to sit down 
and delivered a short speech saying "I propose to finish the meeting 
owing to shortage of time. We leave it to the Cabinet to draw up the 
constitution as well as all tne necessary rules and regulations. We 
permit the Govermment to start functioning with God's Grace". This 
was received with applause, and people went out leaving behind the 
Ministers, and Rag@hid Haj Ibrahim, Zaki Abdel Rahim, Hussein Yanis, 
Mahmoud Nigem, Sayed Abu Sharkh and Ramiz Musmar, who sat there muting 
chatting and laughing. Yousif Sahyoun saw that there were certain 
pressmen amongst whom was one of Trans jordan. He then informed 
Palestinian officer Khalil Al Shair about him when immediate action 
was taken with the intention of taking the Transjordanian to prison. 
A responsible Egyptian Officer opposed and sent the man to his relatives 
under a night guard as curfew was in force. 

On Friday morning the town became quiet as though if nothig has 
happened. The men of the minister of propaganda scattered in the town 
arresting and taking those suspected to the Palestinian volunteers camp. 
Three officers were in the camp viz Khalil al Sha'irg who used to be 
officer in the Fire Fighting Brigade, Adeeb Dasougi age the famous 
boxer and Ibrahim Al-Saadi aged 45 and of a strong build. The officers 
had whips which they well used against everyone who cursed the new 
Government or said good things of King Abdullah. The persons thus 
arrested numbered 46. In addition to this, the cars were prevented 
from proceeding to Jerusalem, Nablus and Jericho. On Friday noon 
the Mufti's procession proceeded to the Mosque for prayer. Speeches 
were made and the Mufti turned to the people, knelt down and kissed the 
ground. This gesture was received with uproar of "Allah Akbar" and 
enthusiasm exceeded the limit. Enthusiasm disappeared at once when a 

funny/.+e6 
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funny incident was discovered. Mousa Sourani who was host of the 


a had a sound pair of shoes which he left with other shoes 


on entering the Mosque. The prayer having finished, Mousa Sourani 


hs Che 
discovered that someone has taken ti, ~- Hashem, Mousa's brother 


commented saying "surely this is a theft of political meaning, 


cursed be Al Shawa family, they steel even shoes". Hearing this 


the attendance laughed very heartily and had to wait until another 


paig@ of shoes was brought over. 


The Egyptians too wanted to joke from their part when Abdel Latif 


Batawi Bey the new Governor of Gaza came to say afternoon prayer in 


the Mosque giving orders that a suitable military reception must be 


given him on the occasion of his appointment in the post of Liwa 


Ahmad Salem Pasha. The latter's reception was greater than that 


given the Mufti. This is the political situation in general but 


there are some other points which call for special attention viz :=- 


1. 


26 
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Nearly all the people of Hebron do not support the a 
Government. While very few have arrived from Hebron itself, 
many others came from the villages situated neat Hebron. 
Many persons came to Gaza from Ramallah, Amman and 
Jerusalem amongst whom were Ahmad Akki, Hussein Yanis 
(Chief of Beit Dajan which is pro Jewish), Zaki Abdel Rahim 
(Mukhtar of el Yahoudieh village), Raji el Issa, Sidqi el 
Tabari, Kamil Hussein, Ahmad Mansour el Tabari and Dahoud 


el Issa. 

Had there been a little of propaganda the matter would have | 
been altogether different. At present neither the leaders e 
nor the Ministers can go about in Gaza, and had there been any 
propaganda they would not be able to stay there any longer. 
There was seen in Gaza an Officer in Transjordan uniform 

who was thought to be either a Circassian or European. He 
was cheered by the people who took him to a Café house, 
offered him something to drink and respected hin. The 
volunteers wanted to arrest him but were prevented by the 
people. 4e appeared not to be Transjordanian, 
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The Goverment is trying to publish a daily newspaper and 
is arranging to transfer for this purpose the printing press 
of Al Wahda paper from Jerusalem. At present there is a 
paper at Gaza under the name of Sawt al Urubat (voice of the 
Arabs ) 
While the Cabinet was holding a session, there arrived from 
Cairo a telegram after reading which the face of Ahmad 
Hilmi Pasha became yellowish, it is believed same came 
from Auni Abdel Hadi. 
Egyptian papers arrive within one day from their pubjication. 
Owing to there being no elect. power in Gaza, the number of 
W/T sets is very limited. No papers came from Amman and 
most of the people know nothing about the situation. 
A ministerial post was offered to Izziddin Shawa but same 
was rejected most vigorously. | 
Ceptain volunteers tried to clash with Mohamad Nimr Hawari 
but they soon let him off when he showed them a paper he holds! 


The Minister of propaganda has decided to get paper smuggled 
from Amman as Egypt refused to supply this item which is 
necessary for publication of the proposed paper. 


{ 
The centre from which news and information leak from : 
Jerusalem to the Government of Geza, in the building of the | 
Moslem higher Executive. A person from Hebron with the 
name of Ibrahim Imam who is a messenger employed by the 
Sharia Court in “ebron transfers daily letters, messages and 
news from Jerusalem to Sharia Court in Hebron whence Chief 
Clerk of the Court Mohamad Said Bamieh carries them to Gaza 


daily. 
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EPORT NO 2. 


MILITARY POSITION IN THE GAZA DISTRICT AS ON THE 
1ST OCTOBER, 1948. 





Egypt's interest in the defence of the area has increased 
and their present policy is defence and not attack. A big number 


ithe ee oe 


of soldiers and labourers proceed in the construction of winter 

type defence posts in the area. At the same time huge members of 
workmen are building defences all along the frontiers from Rafah sea 
shore to Awja Hafi@ » I attach herewith a sketch @howing that the 


Jews hold more than half the area. As the Jews are frightened from 
dangerous triangle between Nablus, Tulkarm and Ramallah, likewise the 
Egyptians mem have big fear from the very dangerous triangle extending | 
from Al Faloujah and Beit Jibrim in the north da Beersheba in the 

south ) which includes 30 strong settlements controlling a triangular 
arezof 125000 kilometres square. of these all came other positions 
situated to the south of Beersheba, north of al Falouja and to the cast | 
of Gaza. Jewish fighters in this triangle are assessed at 8000%- The © 
Egyptian strip extends from Isdud in the north, along the seashore in a 
width of approximately 6 miles to the Egyptian border. In addition to 
this strip the Egyptians hold another strip extending from Majdal 

ent eastwards the width in some places being about 4 kilometres only, 


and Beit Jibrim This latter strip extends as far as Hebron and from 
there it goes along the road up to Beersheba, the last mentioned town 
being completely isolated from all parts excepting the east i.e. the 
road to flebron. The situation in these areas is as follows :=- 
1. Beib Jibrim - no Egyptian troops are there but on top the 
Police station situated to the west of the village is flown 
the Egyptian flag. 35 Egyptian troops and 17 Sudanese occupy 


the station, 


in which are situated Majdal, Iraq Sweidan, 61 Falouja, Iraq el “i 
- 11 =/ees 
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At a distance of 4 kilometres westwards of Beit Jibrim, 
there is a mountain, not very high, in which the Egyptians 
have built subterraneous defences with a number of 
machine gunse 
Art Iraq Manshia, the Egyptians have cenetruéted barbed wire 
fences around the village and under the thresholds have dug 
subterraneous defences with small openings. 
At el Falouja there is an Egyptian armourdcar Brigade, a big 
Egyptian Force is stationed in the village,and six small 
tetas Station in a vineyard beside the road. 
The Egyptians hold a long strip of land extending fromnal 
Falouja to Iraq Sweidan which is in the reach of Jewish fire 
from both sides. In this strip, Egyptians are at present 
constructing a road employing people from the nearky villages 
at a daily pay of 15 piastres per head. The road under 
construction will be 9 kilometres long. 
Strong positions have been built at Iraq Sweidan where 200 
Saudi Arabians are stationed. 
Majdal has been declared a prohibited military area and all 
roads thereto have been closed. In this town Curfew starts 
at 18.00 hours. Civilians are permitted to use Ore road 
only where three inspection centres are established. On the 
seashore of Majdal (known as Ascalon) there is a big 
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Egyptian camp with 400 troopse 

Isdud is the furthest point held by Egyptians where civilians 
are not allowed mutrmunz entrance. Barbed wire fences have 
been erected from the seashore to the village and at present 
200 ed trenches are ‘being dug in all along the area from the 
sea to the village. In the village and area there is a 
force of 800 men with their gunse 

Gaza station - is situated north east of Gaza. On the 
station there is the biggest Egyptian Camp in the whole 
country area of the camp is 200 dunams and is the base for 
all sectiong, of the army. 

Gaza - the Troop Camps are situated along side the road 
leading to the sea, number of troops in the town is small but 


pate is another camp along side the road southwards of the 
OWNe 
— 1 eeel2 
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ll. Deir el Balah — An Egyptian squadron is stationed there 
next to which there is a camp for "Moslem Brethren". 
12. Rafah - Big number of troops and C.M.P's are stationed 
heree Barbed wire fences are erected between Palestine 
Rafah and Egyptian onée 
At present only 4000 Egyptian Troops and 1200 mej ytien (Moslem) 
Brethren are in the area. Last week there arrived a Palestinian 
squadron consisting of 200 men who were trained in Egypt. From 


these 26 men have already deserted some of whom have arrived in 


Nablus with their equipment. Also there is there a squadron 
recruited in Gaza under the name of "the squadron of Mohamad" the | 
of it being 160 men. Only 600 Saudi Arabians remain in the country — 
after 180 of them have left for their country under pretext of 
pilgrimage. There are also 220 Lybians, 80 Tunisians, 1250 Sudanese, 
& 46 Yuutdieat Gen tenths of Yugoslavs and Germans. Palestinian 
volunteers are being recruited from amongst the villagers. They 

wear red and green Yshmaks with white squares. Many volunteers are { 
deserting because Sudanse and Egyptians instructing them insult them 
saying "You will never become soldiers". There are in the prisons 

at Gaza 76 people charged with quarrelling with or striking the 
Egyptians. A big rumour circulated that the new Government has 
decided compulsory service in the army. This increased the peoples 
hatred who are trying to flee to Nablus in particular the refugees. 
Another rumour was circulated to the effect that new taxes will be 


levied. This camped complete disappearance of funds. 
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FINANCIAL SITUATION IN GAZA AREA. 








When the people heard that Transjordan has closed the roads, 
they went mad and began stocking essential food stuffs such as flour, 
rise and sugar. Peoples fright redoubled when the Gaza Veterinary 
Officer issued instructions prohibiting slaughtering and sale of 
meat on ground of there being a cattle disease. This was interpre- 
ted that Transjordan has stopped export Bf cattle. 
an On Monday 27th September, 1948, the people heard that Glubb 
Pasha Chief of Arab Legion Staff has visited the road from Bethlehem 
oe St. Saba Convent, that a Transjordan Force was stationed at the 
Fanction Jericho = Jerusalem = Bethlehem road to stop food supplies 
going on. They also knew that Glubb Pasha has talked to the Chiefs 
of Al Sawahra tribe, that a Transjordan police post was being estab— 
lished at~Saba Convent. These rumours vanished soon when on the 
wilt hii arrived cars enney ind food stuffs and petrol was on sale 
at public pumps in Bethlehem at a price of 125 piastres per tin. 
Later on there arrived from the new police station a Transjordan 
Sergeant who instructed the Customs Control point at Beit Sahour 
not to collect any taxes from passing by vehicles. One driver 
reported that when the people saw Glubb Pasha's car, they greeted him 
and his man, seeing a good omen in the visit which they took it was 
in connection with the repair of the road to St. Saba,as the same is 
a difficult road unpassahle in winter’, The driver referred to above 
has also stated that the Trans jordanita, have compelled the Egyptians to 
cee taxes from all vehicles in Beit Sahour and added that 
Transjerdentens will repair half the road in question leaving the 
other half to be repaired by the Egyptians. Foodstuffs are in 
abundance in the area but at excessive prices. Corn and barley yield 
which inhabitants have been able to collect is estimated at 4000 tons. 
Egypt, authorities have tried in vain to confiscate the yield or to 
collect taxes in respect thereof. Egyptiam have brought a quantity 
of flour to be distributed to refugees. The flour is brown as it 
consists of Abyarinian wheat to which is added 30% of maize. The Jews 


have/e«ecelh 
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have prowided at the borders of their settlements guest houses where 
ome Arabs go and receive food. Yousif Bamieh, Manager of a Bus Comp 
has been given permission to run a service between Gaza and Egypte 
Every Palestinian intending to proceed to Egypt will have to deposit 
£P.50 in cash which will be forefeit if depositor does not return 
within two weeks time. An order has been issued prohibiting lorries 
from carrying more than 2 passengers in addition to the driver and 
every car will have to pay a tax on moving from §ne place to another « 
Hilmi Pasha has succeeded in persuading Egyptian Government to allow 
the Arab National Bank to transfer money from Egypt to Palestine and 
vice versae Bribery goes on a large scale. Every trooper and 
C.M.P. take bribes. Members of the Palestine police also take bribes. 
There are many groups in Hebron who smuggle goods from Transjordan to 


te 
el Dahria and Yatta villages following probably either,road to the south 


of Allenby Bridge sie hinaaiails Wadi Araba. People wishing to smuggle 
goods, go to Hebron to arrange matter, with Haj Assad Sharabati or 
Mohamad Fahmi Maraqa. The inhabitants have looted the 32 British 
Camps in that area, taking everything even tiles and stones. Only 
the London Camp in Rafah, the camp of al Breij and a part of Nserat 
camp have been left in the area. The last mentioned two camps are 
situated in the lands of Sheikh Freih el fjusaddir who in conjunction 
with members of his tribe have prevented people from looting after he 
bought the camps from the British army. But the Egyptians have taken 
the two camps in question and put refugees therein, 
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SOCIAL SITUATION IN GAZA AREA AS ON THE lst 
OCTOBER, 1948. 





Social life in Gaza area is extremely bad. The situation became 
worse through the deeds of Egyptian troops looking for pleasure and 
Hashish. Public houses have been opened in some hotels and next to 
Egyptian camps where Egyptian troops go in public to spend their leisure 
time with refugees women from the best families of Jaffa, Ramleh and 
LY¥dda.e Hashish is smoked everywhere. In Khan Younis there are 15 
houses slways full with troops smoking Hashish. Drivers of cars 
coming from Jerusalem and Nablus get in trouble with the troops if they 
fail to bring them few pieces of Hashish, which to them is the best 


and most precious present. There exists another very important problem, © 


that is the fictiolis marriages between Egyptian troops and Palestinian 
women, Distinguished N.C.O's and men have all one or more Palestinian 
concubines. Relations between Egyptian troops and the people are very 
bad. Drivers of cars will not stop to give a lift to the troopers who 
pay nothing; Stones were thrown ab a bus coming from ues s to Gaza 
when the driver refused to stop and take an Egyptian trooper. 

front glass pane was broken to pieces and the driver received several 
wounds. The troopers, under pretext of human feelings, take few pieces 
of bread to people in their houses. When they find girls take them but 
if members of the girlls families object they drop the matter for a 
while then they send some other troopers to say that the men concerned 
are wanted by the authorities for urgent business and as soon as the 


men leave their houses the troopers gp there to get hold of the poor 
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polestine Otti.ce vedo 
No. 24/1 — asl 


is. 12th Octeber, 1946. . é 


His Excellency The British Minister, 
British Legation, 
CN 


Sir, 


I hsve the henour te enclose herewith 
8 cepy ef s telegram which wss sent to the 
Fereign Secretsry, Lendon, Foreien Secretary, 
UeSeA-, President Genersl Assembly, Uro,Paris, 
Chsirman Security Council, UNO,Psris, Secretary 
General UNO,Psris, from Cairo on the 23rd 
September, 1948, during my stay st Cairo. 


I shsll be very much obliged if the 
contents of this telecram will be sent to 
His Excellency the Foreigm Secretary, Lendon, 
through yeur legation for sssursance. 

I have the honour to be, 
Yours Men 0 


thet Ye Lh 
_MAYOR OF oh OF SAPP) 


et 


Arabs cannet accept sa Jewish State 
in any part of their country stop As Jaffa 
Mevor I em astonistred te see this town Palestine 
lsrgest Arab town of one hundred thousand 
inhsbitsnts included together with the neich- 
vouring Arab villsces in the Jewish section 
accerding to iste Count Berradottes report stop 
I appesl te you not te place Arabs under rule 
of Jews who will have free hard in Arab lives 
and property snd to preserve Jaffa ard neisgh- 
bouring villares Arab under Arab sovereicnty. 


(Signed) 
Dector Yusuf Haikal 
JAPFA MAYOR 


23.9.1948. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 


Clear 


From :— To :— 


Despatched 





3e Unconfirmed reports from the Hebron Bethlehem 

area state that the Egyptian forces there numbering 
about 600 men are in a state of confusion and that many 
of the Egyptian Officers have abandoned their units 
which are made up principally of Sudanese and Libyanse 


he. The Egyptian command appears to have agreed to a 
cease fire but the Jewish command have declined to do so 
until they are given effective guarantees that it will 
be observed by the Arabse 


5e The Iraqi command declined to satisfy an Egyptian 
request that they should counter attack in the north 
but Iraqi artillery shelled some villages near 
Tulkeram which are in Jewish ocqm pation. 


Foreien Office pleass pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
Washington and. Jeddah as my telegrams Nosel5, 104 
and 116 respectively. 4 


(ASK/JPS/HA ). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


83 BRITISH LUGATION, e 
Api. 
(8/1014/48 )» 13th october, 1948. 





— . We tranait disposal copies of a letter 
which we have reecsived from 








ASK/HA. 


i 


i 


a2 “if la, merrisn Leaatron, 0” 
AIBLAN 
(S/1014/48)« Hl ph 13th october, 1948. 
sity \ 


I have the honour acknowledge your | 
letter 1/1 of the 12th October, 198, and to 
inform you that a copy of its enclosure wili 
be transmitted to tne Foreign office as you 
requeste 

Please accept, Sir, the assurance of ny 
highest consideration. 


Gel) A. S. EREBRIDE 


Dre Ye. Haikal, 

Mayor of Jaffa, 

C/oe Palestine "orrice, 
AMMAN, 


were. Pfs, 2°? / [70 


j 0 
: FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.i. | / / 
. } — ID 
os 1st October 1948, 


(B 12714/375/31) 
Confidential 


Dear Chancery, 





We have seen a press report in the Daily Worker 
of 25th September that Fawzi el Kawkji had arrived 
in Amman and offered to help King Abdullah in opposing 
the Arab League's Provisional Arab Government at Gaza. 
Is there anything in this do you think, and if so 
would there be any point in encouraging it? We do not 
really know what following Fawzi has in Palestine, but 
presumably it might be helpful if some at least.of the 
guerrilla bands were comparatively friendly to King 


Abdullah. 


Can you say whether Fawzi Kawkji is irretrievably 
committed to an anti British policy, and would there 
be any advantage in burying the hatchett? 


We are copying this letter to Damascus. 
Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 
British Legation, 
Amman. 





a 


* ‘ 


at 
BRITISH L©GATION, / 
é Albi aNe 
(3/2014/18 }e Jue fA} 23th october, 1948. 
Pa ' 
4 \ 
ji & ( bal KG Ca 
wt S roy G 
year as Department, 


The & 
The F 





refor to your letter (& 12714/375/31) dated the 
ist of October, 1948, about Pawsi Kawkjie 

The report in the Daily \vorker to which you refer 
does not appear to be based on facte 

Although Pawzi does not like the Muft’ and does 
not always get on well with Azzam, he is bound closely 
to Shukri Kuwatly to whg oe looks for guidance in 
matters of policye He would, therefore, be unlikely 
to embark on opposition to the Gaze Government which, 
as far as we know, has the support of the Syrian 
Presidente 


we are sending a copy of this letter to Damascuse 


Yours ever, 





astern Department, 
oreign Office, 


LONDON, Sel’e Le 





ASK/HA. 


W/T) FILE NO.S/1014/48. Be ; 
iW = TELEGRAM. ZL 


Cypher 
4 fede 


Shoae | (~s4 
From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To :— S.OFr i "0. LONDON, 


Despatched 18/10/48 (16.50) Received 18/10/48 (16.30) 





RIANT. 
aressot to Foreign Office telegram No.810 of 18th Oct. 
Repeated for information to UKDEL UNGA Paris No. 14 
UKDEL New York Noel37 


Washington No.103 
Baghdad No.160 
‘Beirut No.188 
Cairo No. 239 
Damascus No.138 
Jeddah No.115 
B.M.E.O. No. 226 
CONFIDENTIAL. Jerusalem No. 214 





PALESTINE SITUATION. 


1e Reports from Arab Legion representative at Hebron 
state that after three days skirmishing Jewish forces 

have reached Beit Jibreen where they are fighting Egyptian 
units and Arab villagers. The morale at Hebron is low 
and families are leaving for Jericho. 


2. Haganah broadcasts this morning say 


(a) that population of Gaza is leaving for Egypt and 
that Jewish troops are expected to enter the 
town shortly : 

(b) roads north and south of Gaza are being heavily 
bombed by Jewish aircraft, and 


(c) that Jewish forces have occupied the NEGEB 
Plateau. 


Povetien orreas please ee to UKDEL UNGA Paris, UKDEL 
ew York ashington and Jeddah as telegrams Nos. 

137, 105’ and 115 respectively. sad * ae 
(ASK/JFS/HA). aiaetectaitents 


W30057, D1350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


AMMAN, 


e g =, | BRITISH LEG. TION, 
g j 
L, ha 


(3/1014/48 ). lee pee 16th October, 1948. 
e 


Dear Department, 1 


We refer to Beirut's letter to you 7/178/48 
dated the 1yth of October, about the use of "Al 
zaman" for propaganda in favour of King Abdullah. 
We suggest that there is no reason why we 

should discourage this proposale 


2e Ajaj Nuweihid is in Amnan and holds the 

post of Secretary General of the Palestine 

Congress which was convened here on the lst of 

October and which declared its opposition to 

the Palestine Arab Goverment which was formed at 

Gazae 
' ef forming 

As far as we know.there is no intention /a 

rival Palestine Goverment under Trans jordan 

auspices. 


The other nanes mentioned are those of 
Palestine notables whe are in epposition to the 
pre Mufti faction. 


Sy Yours ever, 





uD ff", 
The Eastern Department, ze 


(w/t) FILE NO.S/1014/1.8,--—~ . 34 


; _ TELEGRAM. 
Pein IMPORTANT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS, 
‘t Goede x 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMM . To —_ S.OF Se P.O. LO ie 


Despatched 19/10/48 (13-00) Received 19/10/48 (12.00) 





of oth October, 1948. 


IMPORTANT. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.e811 of 19th Octe 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Noe 15 


UKDEL New York Nos 24 SAVING 
Washington Noe1l0 
Baghdad Noel61 
Beirut Noe 189 
Cairo Nos 2/40 
Damascus No.139 
Jeddah Noe116 
B.M.E.0. No« 227 
Jerusalem Noe215 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le King Abdullah has received another telegram from the 
Lebanese Prime Minister this time asking the King to 
telegraph to the Secretary General of United Nations 

that Transjordan would not accept union with any part of 
Palestine. The King has not replied directly but has 
sent word through the Transjordan observer to United 
Nations that any further messages of a political nature 
should please be transmitted through diplomatic channels. 


2. Jewish claims regarding fighting in Palestine on the 
Egyptian front are that they are firmly established at 
JULIS (between ISDUD and MEJDAL) and at Beit Hanun 
(between MEJDAL and GAZA)e They also claim to be driving 
southwards towards Beershebae If these claims are true 
the Egyptian forces which are centred at ISDUD and MEJDAL 
are in a precarious position. 


W30057. Dis50. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. Bu/ooe2 





With their backs to the sea and incomplete antrol 
over their communications with SINAI the Egyptians must 
be very uncomfortable. 


3e General Riley told Glubb yesterday that he estimated 
that the Jewish column which nad driven the wedge through 
the Egyptian line to have been about three thousand 
strong to which must now be added the garrisons of the 
NEGEV colonies which amounted to another thousands 

When Glubb asked why the Egyptians who must outnumber the 
Jews by four to one did not restore the situation Riley 
said "Those people do not want to fight". 


4. The principal danger to Transjordan at present is 
another mass of refugees from Hebron and Bethlehem which 
this country could neither accommodate or feed. No 
important movement has started yet but the people are very 
frightened. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
Washington and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nosel6, 105 and 
217 respectivelye 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057. D1350. 55M. (3 sorta). 10/45. 


(w/T) 








FILS No.S/101/.8, a. 
_TELEGRAM. 3 


Cypher IMPORTANT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS. 
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hs 
From :— H.M.eMinister, AMMAN. To:— S,OF S, F.O. LONDON. 









Despatched 21. 10.43 (12. 40) Received 21. 10.48 (11.35) 


of 21st October, 19,8. 


IMPORTANT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe818 of 21st Oct. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL United Nations 

General Assembly Paris No. 16 


Washington Noe 105 
Baghdad No.163 
Beirut No.192 
Cairo Nos 24h 
Damascus No.14y1 
BLM.E.O. No. 228 
Jerusalem No. 217 
UKDEL New York Noe 25 SAVING. 
Jeddah No.107 SAVING 


CONFIDENT TL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le The position in southern Palestine appears to be 
that the Egyptian units in the Hebron/Bethlehem area are 
isolated from the main Egyptian army and are in a state 
of considerable alarms The Arab Legion is arranging to 
demolish the roads leading from Hebron to the plain and 
to stiffen the Esyptians in Bethlehem with some armoured 
Carse 


26 In the eastern plain the Jews have ocm pied up to 
the foothills and have garrisoned villages along the 
Artuf - Beit JIBREEN road which is entirely in their 
hands. In the western plain the Egyptians hold ISDUD, 
MEJDAL and GAZA in force but have shown no sign of 
counter attacking the Jewish detachments which deny them 
the use of the main north and south road by holding JULIS 


and BEIT HANUN. 
With/eee2 


W30057, D1350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 





With their backs to the sea and incomplete antrol 
over their communications with SINAI the Egyptians must 
be very uncomfortable. 


Be General Riley told Glubb yesterday that he estimated 
that the Jewish column which had driven the wedge through 
the Egyptian line to have been about three thousand 
strong to which must now be added the garrisons of the 
NEGEV colonies which amounted to another thousands 

When Glubb asked why the Egyptians who must outnumber the 
Jews by four to one did not restore the situation Riley 
said "Those people do not want to fight". 


Le The principal danger to Transjordan at present is 
another mass of refugees from Hebron and Bethlehem which 
this country could neither accommodate or feed. No 
important movement has started yet but the people are very 
frightened. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
Washington and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nose16, 105 and 
217 respectively. 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057. D350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


U TELEGRAM. 


Cypher IMPORTANT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS. 


s | ™ a 
i On My 


From :— U.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. ¥.0. LONDON. 


(W/T) PILE NO.3/1014/)8e ~ 36 





Despatched 22/10/48 (11.45) Received 22/10/48 (11.00) 
of 20na october, 1948. 





IMPORTANT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe821 of 22nd Ut. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Nos 17 


Washinton No. 106 
Baghdad Hoel6h 
Beirut No.193 
Cairo Noe 246 
Damascus Vou L2 
B.M.E.O-. No, 229 
Jerusalem Noe2lg 
UKDEL New York No. 26 SAVING 
Jeddah Wo.108 SAVING 


COMPIDENTIAL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION. 


1. No Egyptian units remain at Hebron and thoss at 
Bethlehem are beginning to disintegrate in spite of efforts 
of Arab Lesion officers to pull them togethsrs Small Arat 
Legion detachnents hold the roads between the plain and 
Hebron and Bethlehem but these could. do no more than 

check Jewish roiding parties. 


© serious resistance could be offered to a Jewish 
in force into this area, 


10Ae 
swe 


© 
o 
Pe 
os 


2e The Jewish broadcasts describe Azzan's claim to have 
recaptured Beersheba to be a “mirage of the desont". 


There is still no news of an Egyptian counter attack 
in the weste 


B/eee2 


W30057, Di350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 





Be Azzam has asked for representatives of the Arab 
Armies to be sent to Cairo urgently to discuss the 
position with him, 


The Transjordan Government will decide whether or 
not to comply after talks with the Regent of Iraq who is 
due here this afternoon 


Le The critical nature of the situation with which the 
Arab forces are faced is just dawning on the King and 
Government heree 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nosel7 and 106 respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057, DI360. 55M. (3 sorts), 10/45. 


(W/T) 









PILE NO.S/101W/43S.C" — uf? 
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TELEGRAM. 
Cypher ; IMPORTANT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Ged NO PRIORITY To THER POSTS. 

Glear- 

From :— H.M.Minieter, AMMAN, To:—S,0F S. ¥.0. LONDON. 
Ds ? ( mR 


Despatched 23/10/18 (12030) Received 23/10/48 (1210) 






of 23rd october, 1948. 





IMPORTANT. 
DONKEY. 
Adaressed to Foreign Office telegram No.822 of 23rd Oct. 
Repeated for information to 
UKDEL United Nations 
General Assembly Peris No. 18 


Washington Noe107 
Baghdad No.165 
Beirut No.19h 
Cairo Noe 24:7 
Damascus Noe lh3 
BeM.B.0. Now 230 
Jerusalem Nos 220 
UKDEL New York Nose 27 SAVING 
Jeddah NOelO9 SAVING 


CONFIDEIWTIAL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION, 


1. The Gaza Arab Government is reported to nave retired 
to Cairoe 

2e Azzem sent messages yesterdsy asking for representa= 
tives of the Transjordan and Iraqi forces to meet him in 
Cairo imnediately.e No one is going from the Arab Legions 


3e Nokrashi Pasha and Jamil Mardam are coming to Amman 
today the initiative for the journey being theirs in each 
cese. The Regent of Iraq arrived here yesterday. 


he The arrival of detachments of the Arab Legion in the 
Hebron district seems to have restored the confidence of 
the population for the moment. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris sand 
Washington as my telegrams Nose18 and 107 respectively. 





(ASK/CJB/HA ). _— 


W30057. D1350. 55M. (Tsorts), 10/45. 


(W/T) 
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Cleat 
From :—¥.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,0F S. F.0. LONDON. 









Received 





Despatched 23/10/48 (13.05) 23/10/48 (12655) 
823 of 23rd October, 1948-6 


aa RTANT. 


Rddressed to Foreign Office telegram No.823 of 23rd Oct. 
Repeated for information to UKDEL United Nations 
General Assembly ParisNo. 19 





Washington No.108 

B.M.E.O. Noe 251 

UKDEL New York No. 28 
SECRET. Saving 


PALESTINE. 


1. The United States representative here (who in 
theory represents the Truce Comaission in Jerusalem 

and not the United States of America) tells me that on 
Thursday the 2lst of October he was asked by King 
Abdullah to request his Government to inform the Jewish 
authorities that Transjordan had been forced by circums= 
tances to take part in the hostilities in Palestine and 
would, when conditions permitted, be ready to come to 
some reasonable settlement in regard to Palestine. This 
message was transmitted to Washington. 


2. The King has not mentioned this move to myself or 
the Prime Minister. We consider the suggestion premature 
and if the United States of America Government seek any 
advice on its subject we suggest that they should be 
asked to decline to act as a go between or alternatively 
ignore the message altogethere 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nosel9 and 108 respectively. 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 


W30057. D1I360. 55M. (% sorts). 10/45. 


- 
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Cypher IMPORTAL'T TO FLO. CAIRO, BAGHDAD, 
DAMASCUS, BEIRUT AND B.M.E.O. 
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From :—¥H.M,Minister, AMAN. To:—S.07 S. F.0. LONDON 


cco Je 


Despatched 25/10/48 (12045) Received 25/10/48 (1215) 






No. 825 of o5th october, 19,8 


IMPORTANT. 
Ridsossst to Foreion Office telegram No.825 of 25th Oct. 


Repeated for information to 
UKDEL United Nations 
General Assembly Paris No, 20 





Washington Noe 109 
Baghdad No.166 
Beirut No.196 
Cairo No, 2448 
Damascus Noe lit. 
Jeddah Nos117 
B.M.E.O. No. 252 
URDEL New York No. 29 SAVING 
Jerusalem No. 48 SAVING 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
PALBSTING SITUATION, 


le The meeting of Arab leaders held here over the 
weekend appears to have been organised by the Regent in 
such a manner that the visitors were-under the impression 
that they were coming to Amman at the desire of King 
Abdullah while the King was under the impression that the 
initiative was theirs. However, nothing whatever was 
achieved, 1 

2 At the first eting Nokrashi Pasha took the wind 
out of everyone sails by saying that the situation of 
the Esyptian Army wes excellent and that it was moving 
forward to further victories. In this connection the 
Egyptian attitude reported in Cairo's telegram to you 
No.1457 (of 2lst October, 1948) is most interesting. 


3e/aav2 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (:} sorts). 10/45. 





3s At the second meeting which included the military 
commanders the Egyptian Premier modified his attitude by 
tabling a complaint that no one had come to the assistance 
of the Egyptian forces when they were attacked and 
demanding that plans should be made to ensure that this 
unfortunate occurence was not repeated. The Syrian 
Premier then produced an offer to recapture Nazareth and 
Safad if the Iragis would move up to Affuleh. This 
offer left everyones speechless once more but it did 
enable the Iraqis to decline on the grounds that they 
micht have a r6le to play in the north to take over the 
Latrun srea from the Arab Legion and so free Legion 
units to move to Hebron and Bethlehem end fill the gap 
thoree The meeting ended without any decision being 
taken on any subject at alls 


lhe As regards the Ezyptien line that all is well, There 
is no first hand information here as to the state of ths 
Egyptians in the coastal area but the following facts 
have been established by British Officers of the Arab 
Le gion 
(a) the Egyptian garrison at Beersheba was captured 
and tne town is held by the Jews 


(b) the only Egyptian force left in the hills that 
at Bethlehem is a demoralized rabble and useless 


for further fighting 
(c) Beit Jibroen and the surrounding villages have 
been evacuated by the Arabs and there are some 


30,000 refugees: from that area squatting in the 
gardens round Hebron and Bethlehem 


(d)/eeed 


W30057, Di350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 





(a) the Jews still control a strip of territory 
from Beersheba northwards isolating the hill 
country from the coast entirely. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
Washington and Jeddah as my telegrams Noss20, 109, and 
117 respectively. 


(ASK/J¥S/HA). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (sorts), 10/45. 


(w/t) 


'ASK/JPS/HA). 


ee 
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a 
TELEGRAM. 64 
Cypher pc 
fleas E ii 


From :-—H.M. Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.07 5S. F.O. TONDON, 


Despatched 26/10/.8 (12.50) Received 26/10/18 (12.30) 





No. 829 of 26th October, 1918. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telesram No.829 of 26th Oct. 
Repeated for information to Domascus Noelk5 
Jedisah Noe1l8 
Bou.E.0. Nos 23h 
ULDEL United Nations 
General Assembly Paris No. 8 SAVING 





UKDEL New York No. 30 SAVING 
Washington Nos 15 SAVING 
Baghdad Noe 99 SAVING 
Beirut Noel06 SAVING 
Cairo Noel00 SAVING 


Jerusalem as t No. 50 SAVING 
CONFIDENTIAL. \ | : 


SAUDI VOLUNTEERS. ae 
My telezram 106528 (of 3rd July, 1948). 


1. Fuad Hamza visited Amman yesterday in order to inform 
King Abdullsh of a proposal to move the Saudi volunteers 
encamped in the Jauf area to the Syrian army centre at 
@ATANA west of Damascus and to ask whether he had any 
objection. 


2e While the King was not particulorily pleased at the 
idea of Syria receiving reinforcements he raised no 
objection, 


De In veply to a query as to why these neople were not 
sent to join the Saudi uhits serving under Egyptian 
comnand the visitor said that this was out ot the question, 
He hinted that the Saudis had suffered heavy casualties 
during the recent fighting as a result of their having 
been put in an unduly exposed position by the Egyptian 
command. 

F,0. pleases pass to Jeddah as my Tel.No.118 and Saving 
to UKDEL UNGA Paris as my Tel.No.8 respectively. 


W30057. D1i350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. ee ee 


(W/T) 
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From :—HeM.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 








Despatched 26/10/48 (17.22) Received 26/10/48 (14.30) 





of 56th october, 19486 


Addressed to Foreign Office telebram No.832 of 26th Oct. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL United Nations 

Goneral Assembly Paris No. 21 


UKDEL New York ‘No.138 
Washington a 2 
Baghdad 10.167 
Beirut No.198 
Cairo No. 2.9 a 
Danascus t Noel7 7 ig 
Jeddah Noe119 tl 
B.M.E.Oe NOe235 
Jerusalem Noe 221 F ~ 

GONFIDENTIAL. ; 

PALESTINE. 


le A suggestion has been made that the Arab rulers 
should meet at some unspecified date and place to consider 
recent developments in connection with Palestine. 


The idea was apparently started by the Regent of Iraq 
2s The President of Syria is said to have agreed in 
principle and Xing Abdullah while expressing doubts as 


to its utility hos stated that he has no objection to 
attending such 2 meeting. 


Foreipn Office pleases pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, UKDEL New 
York, Washington and Jeddah as my telegrams Nose21, 138, 
160 and 119 respectively. : 


ee ee we eae 


(ASK/JFS/1A ). 


W30057. Di350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


